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New Delhi, November 2, 2005
Forty Seven Films Nominated for Vatavaran 2005

India’s premier environment and wildlife film festival, Vatavaran will be held from 21 to 24 November 2005 at the India Habitat Centre, New Delhi. The Competitive Section has attracted 244 entries from film makers across the country. There are seven competitive categories with award money ranging from Rs. 50,000 to Rs. 1, 50,000. The three new award categories introduced this year are Animation, Public Service Message and Student Films. 

India’s environment is under threat, her precious bio-diversity is on the verge of extinction, her beautiful rivers polluted and her forests are cut down. And the millions depending upon them are facing a survival crisis. The idea of sustainable development and conservation has bypassed our policy makers. Vatavaran captures the touching images of environment, flora and wildlife under constant threat. Films being screened at Vatavaran reflect people’s voice to save our precious natural heritage.  These films will shock you, make one think and introspect.  The best of India’s film talent will be assembled at Vatavaran.

A Nomination Jury comprising of 30 members from across the country screened the 244 film entries received in the Competitive Section and forty seven of them have been nominated.. The Competitive Jury is chaired by noted filmmaker Mr. Shyam Benegal and has Dr. Santwana Bardoloi, Mr. Shyamaprasad, Mr. Ram Mohan, Mr. Darryl D’monte, Prof. R. Sukumar and Dr. A J T Johnsing as members. The Awards will be presented to filmmakers on 24 November, the concluding day of Vatavaran 2005.
Mr.  Shyam Benegal, Jury Chairperson, Vatavaran 2005 said “considering the fact that there are so few distribution and exhibition channels available for these films in a commercial set up and the enormous difficulties of getting funding, it is wonderful to see such dedication and commitment. It only goes to bolster my belief that no worthwhile development is possible without paying long term and continuing attention to the well being of all living beings and to the environment in which we live”.

A new feature of Vatavaran 2005 is the Panorama of Asian films. These films underline the fact that people in the Asian countries share a common destiny with similar environmental issues and will help to forge a common platform for better understanding of and concerns. There will also be stimulating discussions on Corporate Social Responsibility and e-Waste. The discussions will be a take off from the films screened on these subjects.

 A Retrospective of two film makers from UK Doug Allan and Richard Brock will be another highlight of Vatavaran 2005.  Doug Allan who was the principal cameraman for the award winning BBC series “Blue Planet” will be holding a workshop on Underwater Filming during the Festival.  Mr. Jim Detjen, Director, Knight Centre for Environmental Journalism, & Dave Poulson, Michigan State University, USA shall hold a workshop on e -Journalism.
The 13th Congress of the International Federation of Environment Journalists (IFEJ) will also be held along with Vatavaran 2005. Media Persons from different parts of India and abroad have confirmed their participation in this Congress. This is the first time the IFEJ is holding its Congress in India. The IFEJ was formed in Dresden in 1993 and has several associations of environmental journalists from around the world as its members, along with individual journalists. It has since held its annual Congress in Paris (twice), Boston, Budapest, Cebu (Philippines), Sri Lanka, Bogota, Cairo, Germany and St Petersburg. 
Vatavaran is organized by Centre for Media Studies (CMS) and supported by the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF), Government of India.  A host of eminent persons are associated with the organizing of the festival including Dr. Kasturirangan Member of Parliament and former Chairman, ISRO and Dr. Karan Singh MP who chairs  the Steering Committee of Vatavaran 2005.
 After the Festival in November, the nominated and award winning films of Vatavaran 2005 will tour different parts of India as part of Vatavaran Traveling Film Festival. Vatavaran Travels has already received invitations from over a dozen organizations willing to partner with CMS to host the festival in their regions. 
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